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Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District Cost-Share Incentive Program
The Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) offers cost-share grants for projects that improve water quality and/or decreases stormwater runoff and preserves native plant and wildlife communities affected by lakes, rivers and wetlands. Potential projects include shoreline and streambank restoration/stabilization, raingardens and erosion control projects.  Highest priority is given to collaborative projects and those with opportunities for public education.
· Eligibility
CLFLWD BMP cost-share grants are available for all CLFLWD residents, non-profit organizations, government agencies, businesses and corporations located within CLFLWD, and public and private schools located within the CLFLWD.  Applications are accepted at any time however, funds are limited and awarded “first-come, first-serve.”
· Application and Project Approval Process
First, the potential applicant should schedule a site visit with CLFLWD and County SWCD staff to determine whether the site is a candidate for the cost-share grant program by calling CLFLWD offices at 651.209.9753.

If staff determines that the site is a candidate for the cost-share grant program, they will help the applicant with a conceptual design of the site.  The applicant must then complete a CLFLWD cost-share grant application and submit it to CLFLWD offices at 220 North Lake Street, Forest Lake, MN  55025.  Applications can be downloaded from the District’s website, clflwd.org, or can be requested by calling the CLFLWD offices. 
The resulting application will be reviewed and ranked by the CLFLWD cost-share selection subcommittee and forwarded to the CLFLWD Board of Managers for approval.  If approved, CLFLWD and County SWCD staff will help develop final design of the project with cost estimates. The final design provides specific details of what types of plants, rock, mulch, edger, etc.  If approved, a cost-share and maintenance agreement/easement will be required for the project.  
· Available Funds
Cost-share assistance for residential projects cover 50% of all material and labor and 100% design through the respective County SWCD for a maximum grant of $ 2,000.  Design’s other than those done through the County SWCD are 100% reimbursable up to a maximum of $500.  Further, expenses incurred before the grant is approved are not eligible; the landowner can not be paid for more than their out of pocket expense and funds will be required to be used within one year of receiving grant approval.

· Reimbursement of Funds
Upon completion of the project, CLFLWD and County SWCD staff will conduct a final site inspection for final approval of the installation.  Cost-share funding agreed to by the full CLFLWD Board (and not to exceed original estimate), will be granted to the applicant only after the project installation has been approved, all receipts for the project have been received and the full Board has approved payment.


























































