Whether you are interested in improving wildlife habitat on your land, enhancing recreational opportunities,
generating increased economic benefits from a timber sale, there are a wide range of resources and opt
available to help you manage your woodlands in sustainable ways. Contact our team members to start impro
your woodlands today. Resources include:

Remember, you dondt have t o 86 enddosdmethirgsatod rsustaimingb e

dwisage  Making It Work Better Through Partnerships and Collaboratio

Technical AssistanceKnowledgeable forestry professionals can walk with you through your woods and d
velop a long range plan tailored to meet your needs.

Financial AssistanceCost share programs are usually available to apply for to improve your woodland.
Property Tax ReliefLearn how you can reduce your property taxes by managing your woodland.
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Forestland Protection: Consider Ways to permanently protect critical habitat areas in your communit)

Become Members:Join the Rush Lake Improvement Association and the East Central Woodland Ownerg
Council. Support their projects to improve water quality, forests, and quality of like in your community.
Advocate Sustainable ForestryyWh et her youdére and interested cit
local organization, there are many more ways to get involved.

and managing the forests in your community!
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i t d OWoodland, in addition to Chisago SWCD:
Wwww.myminnesotawoods.org g

_y f 2 yielding lumber, fuel, and posts, should pro- |Jason Rehm (651) 6742333
MFRC: www.frc.mn.gov vide its owner a liberal education. This crop | jason.rehn@mn.nacdnet.net

Websites to visit:

SWCD: www.chisagoswcd.olg of wisdom never fails, but it is
DNR: www.dnr.state.mn.us not always harvested 6 MN DNR Sandstone Area:
MFA: www.mnforest.com - Aldo Leopold Sand County Almanac Tony Millert (320) 6796383

tony.miller@state.mn.us
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The 4X project was developed by citi-
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EC Committee) committed to steward-
ship of the land in your area.

The goals were developed to be consi
tent with the overall policy direction
established in the East Central Land-

scape Plan.

e Healthy and Sustained Forests

Chisago Soil & Water Conservation District
38814 3rd Ave.
North Branch, MN 55056

(mailer section)

e Improved and Protected Water Qua
ity

e Multiple Uses of Forest Resources

e Balanced and Managed Land Deve
opment to minimize fragmentation

e Coordinated Collaborative Manage-
ment

e High Quality of Life

e Increase Forest Industry with prope
management of this renewable re-
source

Four Corners Forestry Project
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healthy forests, improve and  protect- water .quality, and praduce ‘a .full rangq'
forest products, including recreation, in a sustainable manner. : \'

A Quick Summary

What Do We HaveNessel Township covers almost 30,000 acres.

e Land use and development patterns have resulted in a reduction of approxima
LINRoFo Didhe brigival fdredt coveér. COBrvéNMad forestland is now primarily cultivate
land and pasture.

e Nearly one quarter of the township has been identified as critical land areas wi
rare natural features or high biodiversity.

e The township lies at the juncture of the Lower St. Croix River, Rum River and
Snake River Watersheds, identified by the Upper Mississippi River Forest Part
ship as priority watersheds for forest conservation activities to improve water
quality and migratory bird habitat in the Upper Mississippi Basin.

What Do We Want?

e Healthy, productive forests that protect water quality through stabilization and
vegetative buffering, support wildlife, and enhance Nessel township by increas
forest health and cover.

e Increased forest management opportunities and resources available to all land
owners.

How Do We Get There?

e Promote and increase forestry and native plant communities (NPC)
e Implementation of sound forestry practices

e Increase forest acres and preventing fragmentation




Forested Hills

This region contains larger, contiguous forested acres. The
soils are consistent with prime farmland but the topography
has greater slopes, making it more difficult to farm. Parcels
are somewhat larger than most of the other regions but the
area is more susceptible to

fragmentation due to aesthetics and lack of agriculture.

Goals include:

increasing forest health and reforestation, improving water
quality, creating/increasing forestry based

economic opportunities and reducing fragmentation.

Suggested Stewardship Practices

e Timber stand improvement (TSI) to promote a
diverse mixed hardwood

e White pine forest plantings

e Hardwood reforestation (red & white oak, sugar maple,
yellow & white birch, basswood, hackberry, butternut)

Shoreland Forests

This region contains the riparian areas of Rush Lake. Owner-
ship varies from small seasonal cabins to large homes, semi
heavily wooded to completely open cover types, and from flat
topography to very steep banks. Heavy development and
agricultural pressures within the watershed are is one issue
causing water quality

concerns for Rush Lake.

Goals include
improving water quality, increasing tree cover for
aesthetics and visual screens and wildlife habitat.

Suggested Stewardship Practices

e planting and reforestation of NPC and shoreline trees
and shrubs to increase the amount and size of forest
riparian buffers along the shoreline;

e creating and promoting a natural shoreline (reducing
manicured/mowed lawns and rock rip rap)

e Promoting adjacent upland forests to prevent excessive
overland runoff which can cause shoreline/strearank
erosion

Forest Planning Areas3Nessel Township

Forests and Developments

Land use has fragmented the landscape in this region, which contains srdallarge developments with various land use R
goals on small parcels. Much of the forest cover has been removed; the quality of remaining woods has significantly declined.

Goals include

maintaining any remaining contiguous forestland to increase forest health, aesthetics and wildlife habitat.

Suggested Stewardship Practices

reforestation/aforestation with an emphasis on white pine and red & white oak

Control of invasive species; specifically buckthorn and noative honeysuckle

Farm Forests

Topography in this region of the township is flatter than
the rest of the township, making farming easier and
more accessible. The parcels are larger than most other
target regions but fields are generallgmall in compari-
son to many other western Minnesota farm fields.

Goals include

reducing soil erosion, improving water quality and reduc-
ing fragmentation while maintaining or increasing crop
yields.

Suggested Stewardship Practices

e planting windbreaks and shelterbelts with oak and
pine components

o reforestation/aforestation on highly erodible
agricultural land and riparian areas

e establishing buffers in agricultural sites/fields adja-
cent to wetlands and streams/rivers

Lowland Forests

This region has a large portion under public ownership
and has large portions of undevelopable woody and non
woody wetlands. The landscape is a combination of
upland forests, lowland forests, and vegetative riparian
areas with a generally flat topography. Forestland in this
area is particularly susceptible to current insect and
disease threats due to the large quantity of ash and
tamarack.

Goals include
maintaining large contiguous natural land cover,
reducing fragmentation, and increasing forest health.

Suggested Stewardship Practices
Monitoring and control for insect and disease.

e  Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) for promotion of
black spruce and Tamarack

e Improve riparian areas through proper forest man-
agement methods to support good water quality



